THE EXPERIMENT

Zoe Butt, curator and co-director of
non-profit art gallery, San Art, tells John
[hornton about the city's newest and
most out-there exhibition yet

Photo by Quinn Ryan Mattingly

What is the Open Edit: Moblle Library and how is it
different to other exhibitions hosted in Saigon?
Open Edit brings a selection of books from the Asia Art Archive’s collection in Hong
ia for peop with
ways. People in Saigon interact with the books by reading and 'editing’ the material.
Ifyou read something you agree or. drmgree w!M orjust want to make a comment,
it binder of the book. When the library

rmve/s m its next destination me:rleaders will be able to follow the- mnughrs uf

Most exhibi k
the visitor to st, think and spend time with it.

Sowho's been pa
Al
smdenls to/local supporters of the gallery, including teachers, art lovers, families,
and foreign curators and artists visiting Saigon.

atmg’

What types of questions and thoughts are
arising as a result of the exhibition?
Many visitor tspent time in libraries before and find the idea of editing
abook hard to conceive, which is understandable. The motivation is to rethink the
purpose and role of an archive — who is it for; what kind of history is documented;
howis it put together? By asking the audience to contribute, Ho Chi Minh City's
record their

production. One ofthe most important resuts s that
thisidea of “process” in art making has been prominent — how do artists find their
ideas; how do they research concept and technique; how is their art work speaking
about living in the 20th or 21st Century?

What format are the artists using

to contribute to the edit?

Aquy alld Tran Minh Duc tumed anexibiion catalogue of hinese-Ausraian
artist Guan W  pop-up book where Duc's ch pink explosions hinge
on to the paintings of Guan Wei. A lady called Tung Mai inserted key quotes on
transparent sheets of paper by well-known scholars of Southeast Asian art within
an essay by Vietnamese writer Dang Thi Khue. Tammy Nguyen and Tom Maresca

took k 1 of 20th Century Chinese Ar, the
p own order of istory five separate
tomes.

Why do you think it has it taken so long
for this new type of exhibition to reach Salgon7
Sadly there it
Much of the cit’s artistc spaces are commercial and thus not inerested in
this kind. The Asia Art. access
i d

U ly
Vietnam. Their idea to tour a portion of their archive here makes great sense.

Where do you plan to go with this
following the exhibition?

Asthis is the first ‘Open Edit there will be a the h f the entire
orojecatits dosureTh Asia At Arcivewllsend tfftoSagon tomeet with
participants, to talk their htinto the
Pproject . This feedback i ble in the next stop of this
library to another Asian locale, which is still led.
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Nt qudn 1j vi déng gidm d6c ciia phong trumg biy nghé thugt phi Igi nhugn Sin
Art, Zoe Butt gidi tl
vit déc ddo nhit tir tricée dén nay. Hinh dnh béi Quinn Ryan Mattingly

Gi John Thornton v cudc trién lam méi nhét cia thanh phé

Bién Tap Ngau Hu rién Lam Nghé Thuat Di Dong la gi va lam sao né lai khdc so
véi nhing cudc trién lam khéc da duoc té chirc & Sai Gon?

Bién Tap Ngdu H 1g nhiing cudn sdch duotc che 6 sunu tdp cia Asian Art Archive & 1g dén cdc thanh
phé Chiu A va cho phép moi nquti 6 thedocva i i hing tdcphim theo mt cichiéng bt ke nhau. Nouor S
G i ic i hing i sichny thong qua viéedoc va chinhsia” i i, Némhu ki ban doc thay dong
Hay kng dingy haychi mus dé i mot i hnxé, ban & the i hichi v dinh

ip
sdch. Thu € di dén noi mdi, va khi dy dc gid 66 cd thé di ghi truéc d6 cia cong ddng sdng tao
mﬂSa/60ana'uhe“Mhﬁngmen/ammm‘ khédng cd khd nang td q gitia tdc phdm vdi khdch tham quan
4 cing khdna doi hdi khdch the i b6 thei ian nadi 5

g va suy nghivé
Vay thanh phdn tham gia la nhimg ai?
Rt nhiéu thinh pha 6ng d6ng cia thanh ph - titnhiing nghé sidia phuong va sinh vién dai hoc dén nhiing nguci
ing h pho bay i vién, nhiing ngui yéu nghé thud hiing qudn Iy phang trung
iy ngoc ési chighé tha

Nhiing cau hdi va suy nghi nao duoc dua ra dugc xem la két qua cia cudc trién lam?
hi Kiihtham quan i ddydaKhing danh i to gin tongthvie nn thdy v chinhsia ot cudn
sdch la kh tuiong tuigng va khing hiéu dugc. Muc tiéu Ia dé suy nghilai vé muc dich va vai tro cia mat kho lu trifsdich
‘nhursich ny dan cho i, ti léu v cdi i, lim sao sdip xép lai? Baing viéc yéu cdu khich tham quan déng gap  kién, cong
dng thanh pna Hé Chi Minh sé cd co hdi dua ray kién cia ho ong ¢ (az cudc tranh lugn Ve we(/am nghe thudt duong dai.
Mot G quan trong nhdt cia viéc naylﬂ(ac i dé vé qw inh la 4 dWr ‘ndilén nhula lam

hé nao dé tim thy nhing y fa ém kh P i thut hign, tdc
phdm nghé. thum cda ho ndi gi vé cugc song ma thé kyZl) va21?

Nhiing nghé si diing cdch thitc nhu thé nao dé déng gop vao viéc chinh sita?

M3t anh tén Trdin Minh Biic bién quyén danh muc trién lam cia nghé s ngui Uc go Hoa Guan Wei thanh mét cudn
sdch hinh ndi. Mt cd tén Tung Mai thém ddu ngodic kép véo xdp b thdo cia nhing hoc gic vé nghe thudt Bng Nam
A trong mét bai tiéu ludn ciia nha van Viét Nam Bang Thi Hué. Tammy Nguyén va Tom Maresca tach gt phdn trong
cudn sdch vé lich st Nghé Thudt Trung Qudc Thé Ky 20, va sdp xép lai theo thi tu lich stk trudc khi ddng ching thanh nam
quyén riéng biét.

Chi nghi'tai sao cho mai téi tan bay gi& thi logi trién Iam nay méi xudt hién tai
Sai Gon?
Buon mayla w rtit arsaha tanq Vé nghe Ihuawﬂay gilip tdp. trung vio we( mwmen 1/a1 nghlem nay Hau hét cdc khing

cdaloai hinh
nghé rhum ndy. Phwng rhm tiép cdn Kho Lutu Trit Nghé Ihudt Ouiu A bdnq (d( mr liéu hmh dnh h quan dén nghé thuat va
Viét Nam I cic ky hiém. Y tuéng the 6 y nghia it lon.
Chi lén ké hoach t6 dlllc nhlmg buéi !nen lam tiép !hen & ddu?
Vi day  giai doan ddu tié ci Gp Ngdu Hir hiing danh gid ky I dn b durdn khind ket thiic.
Kha Lw TmNghe Thuar (hau A S? dua ca(nhan wen dén Sai Gun dé gdp nhing ngudi Iham gm, ndi chuyén vé nhiing kinh
éthdy tha khiém khuyét ci ;zhanhwnﬂyse/avogm

dm tram dimg tiép theo ctia th vién, sé dmr( 16 chic tai mot thanh phd no d6 cia ChauA.
dugc tit .

thanh phd ndo thi vin chua

April 2011 The Word | 53





